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GRAND KNIGHTS MESSAGE, ELDON HANCOCK  
 
 Brothers, families and friends. A number 
of our officers and committeemen, including me, 
will be traveling in November, so I am asking each 
of you to pitch in and/or join in programs this 
month. DGK Richard Schultz will be our 
representative at the November Chapter meeting. 
We have two significant programs this month that I 
pray you will consider attending or helping. Phone 
numbers of our officers are on this page and 
Committeemen are on page 2. 
 First, is our Memorial Mass at St. John the 
Evangelist Parish Chapel on Saturday, November 10th.  Brother Ken MacDonald 
did an outstanding job last year, and he promises to do his usual best to again 
treat our widows with the respect they deserve. Please read his article for 
details. 
 Secondly, we welcome Bishop Jamie Soto to Sacramento (see details 
elsewhere in this edition of the Paladin). To commemorate Bishop’s Soto’s 
appointment as Coadjutor Bishop of the Diocese of Sacramento, a welcoming 
Mass open to the public will be celebrated on Sunday afternoon, November 18th 
and an invitation only vesper service will be celebrated on Monday, November 
19th. Both services will be at the Cathedral of the Blessed Sacrament. Based on 
early RSVPs we are expecting as many as 40 Bishops to attend. To assist the 
Diocese, we have been asked to help transport visiting Bishops and other 
dignitaries from the airport to the Cathedral or their place of lodging.  Most 
Bishops will probably arrive the day before. We should have better information or 
changes in the programs shortly. Please contact Brother Richard Schultz at 965-
5306 if you are available to help transport. Fourth Degree members who can 
help at the services should contact Brother Michael Langer at 348-3343. 
 In closing, I wish all a Happy Thanksgiving. Be thankful for all we, as 
Knights, offer to our community. Last month’s Cioppino Dinner-Dance with 
donations going to reduce the debt of the Tralee Center and the MR Drive with 
proceeds going to Camp ReCreation are just two indications of our support of 
our church and community. And never, never forget our veterans who have 
served making this country as great as it is, and the military men and women 
who today serve to keep America safe. Peace. 
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PROGRAM DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE. RICHARD SCHULTZ, DGK…  
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 From a Council standpoint, our Cioppino Dinner-
Dance was outstanding. It was not only a fantastic 
evening out, but raised funds for our Council, exceeding 
our budget expectations and allowed us to donate toward 
paying off the debt on the St. John’s Tralee Center. As all 
our events, it takes many to make them successful. Our 
chairpersons, Gene Gobbo and Robin Rositani 
orchestrated the event with nary a glitch. Gene’s article 
will go into more details. 
 The Drive for those with Intellectual Disabilities (our Tootsie Roll - MR 
Drive) was the second fund raiser for the month, back to back weekends with the 
Cioppino Dinner. Brother Ponce Marquez has to be given bravos together with his 
staff, store captains, brothers, family, friends, and in particular students from 
various schools in the area. What a coordinated effort! What this program does, is 
to get many of you who cannot get involved in other Council activities to get that 
“high” volunteer spirit making our Council as great as it is. Ponce’s report will 
detail results. 
 At the end of October we had our Pancake Breakfast for the B’Frienders 
ministry at St. Johns. Another outstanding effort, and although we don’t have an 
overall Chairman, Richard Cuny’s effort to assure our supplies are there ready for 
the big crowd, is always appreciated. Thanks to all that pitched in, as a number of 
our key workers were not available for this breakfast. 
 During the month the “40 Days for Life” continued. John Mizerak’s 
coordination and dedication to Pro-Life cannot be ignored. Working with other 
Pro-Life organizations and volunteers, John kept our Knights into the mix to do the 
best to have all 24 hours of every day covered. I can’t say enough for his effort 
and love for the unborn.  Vivat Jesus! 

 

 
WHEN YOUR HUT'S ON FIRE... 

 The only survivor of a shipwreck was washed up on a small, uninhabited 
island. He prayed feverishly for God to rescue him. Everyday he scanned the 
horizon for help, but none seemed forthcoming. Exhausted, he eventually 
managed to build a little hut out of driftwood to protect him from the elements, and 
to store his few possessions. 

 One day, after scavenging for food, he arrived home to find his little hut in flames, with smoke rolling up to the 
sky. He felt the worst had happened, and everything was lost. He was stunned with disbelief, grief, and anger He cried 
out, "God! How could you do this to me?" 
 Early the next day, he was awakened by the sound of a ship approaching the island! It 
had come to rescue him! "How did you know I was here?" asked the weary man of his 
rescuers. "We saw your smoke signal," they replied. 
The Moral of This Story:     It's easy to get discouraged when things are going bad, but we 
shouldn't lose heart, because God is at work in our lives.... even in the midst of our pain and 
suffering. Remember that the next time your little hut seems to be burning to the ground. It just 
may be a smoke signal that summons the Grace of God. 
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St Philomene’s Catholic Community 
ANNOUNCES THE 23rd ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CRAFT FAIRE 

2428 Bell Street, Bell Street at El Camino Avenue 
Saturday, November 17, 2007 - 9:00 am to 4:00 P.M.  
& Sunday, November 18, 2007 9:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M. 
40 Vendors Homemade Baked Goods “Phillies” Cafe 
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 I again take this opportunity to prepare your 
Council’s Insurance message on behalf of Field Agen t 
Dennis Ware. Our prayers go out to Mary Ann Ware, 
Dennis and the family as Mary Ann’s illness continu es. 
Fraternally, Your Brother and General Agent, Donald 
Krolak 
 
For Brother Knights, by Brother Knights 
 We all know and appreciate the good work the 
Knights of Columbus does for the Church and Charitable 
causes.  But did you know that our insurance program is an essential part of the 
Order? 
 Protecting families from economic adversity has been a key part of the 
Knights of Columbus mission since our founding in 1882.  Our founders passed 
the hat to support the widows and children of Brother Knights who had died.  
We’ve grown into one of the largest individual life insurers in North America – 
with more that $64 billion of individual life insurance in force.  Moreover, 
contrary to some misconceptions, our insurance program is not directed in any 
way by a “separate company” and never has been. 
 Our insurance is available exclusively to the member, their wives, and 
their dependent children.  All field agents – including me – are themselves 
Brother Knights.  We all work full-time for the K of C, serving the need of you 
and your family and answering any questions you have. 
In this day and age, personal attention has become rare – but in the K of C, we 
specialize in it.  In fact, it’s our job to get to know you and your family, and to 
make ourselves available to you for assistance.  We are different from other 
insurers – and that difference greatly benefits our members.   
 Until we get Brother Dennis Ware back, please give me a call to find out 
more about how the K of C has been “Protecting Families for Generations.” You 
can contact me directly with regards to any of your insurance needs. Please e-
mail me at donald.krolak@kofc.org or call my office (530)528-3002.  Also, if you 
know of a Brother Knight or a candidate for the Order who is looking for a 
“Career Opportunity” in our Insurance agency, please contact me at the above.  
   Thank you, and God Bless. Fraternally, Donald Krolak 
 
LITTLE JOHNNY AT IT AGAIN!!!  
 
 A new teacher was trying to make use of her psycho logy courses. She 
started her class by saying, "Everyone who thinks t hey're stupid, stand up!" 
After a few seconds, Little Johnny stood up. The te acher said, "Do you think 
you're stupid, Little Johnny?" "No, ma'am, but I ha te to see you standing there 
all by yourself!" 
 
 The math teacher saw that little Johnny wasn't pay ing attention in 
class. She called on him and said, "Johnny! What ar e 2 and 4 and 28 and 44?" 
Little Johnny quickly replied, "NBC, FOX, ESPN and the Cartoon Network!"  
NOTE REGARDING THE SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA FIRES: IF YO U 
WOULD LIKE TO SEND A DONATION THROUGH THE KNIGHTS, 
PLEASE MAIL IT TO: CA STATE OFFICE - DISASTER FUND,  15808 
ARROW BLVD, SUITE A, FONTANA, CA 92335  
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CHAPLAIN’S REPORT - November - The Month of Thanksg iving...FR. TOM BLAND  
�

 Since that crisp day in the fall of 1621, when remnants of Pilgrims listened to a 
sermon of praise and joined in prayers to Almighty God for his tender mercies and 
goodness, Thanksgiving Day has been an American Holiday. The Knights of Columbus 
particularly celebrate this day, viewing Church, country, and family, as the most important 
units of our society, and how much God has showered his graces and blessings upon them 
in so many ways. Thankfulness to God is our most important disposition face to face to 
God. To lack gratitude is to align oneself with the devil. 
  There is an old European story about a traveler who came upon a barn where the 
devil had stored seeds which he planned to sow in the hearts of people. There were bags of 
seeds variously marked "Hatred," "Fear," "Doubt," "Despair,"  "Un 
forgiveness." "Pride" "Greed," and the like. The devil appeared 
and struck up a conversation with the traveler. He gleefully told 
the traveler how easily the seeds he sowed sprouted in the hearts 

of men and women. 
 "Are there many hearts in which these seeds will not sprout?" the traveler asked.   A 
melancholy look appeared on the devil's face. "These seeds will not sprout in the heart of a 
thankful and joyful person," he confessed. 
 As we look forward to the great Holiday of Thanksgiving, let us celebrate by 
attending Mass on that day to give perfect thanksgiving to God for blessings and graces 
received through Christ. To realize that some of the misfortunes of our lives have turned out, 
under God's merciful and guiding hand, to be blessings; either they disciplined character in a 
needed way, or acted as a preparation for greater blessings to come.  

----------------------------------------- 
 

The State Deputy has asked that the following messa ge from Bishop 
Brown, Diocese of Orange, regarding the movie 'Bell a', reach as many 
of the Knights in the State of California as possib le.  
 
My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 Most of the bishops across the countries, as well as many pastors, have 
been given a sneak peak at an award-winning film that has the potential to shape 
our culture for good.  I want to take this opportunity to share with you my thoughts 
on the inspiring new movie, Bella, set for release on October 26 during Respect Life 
month. (In the Sacramento Area the Cinemark, Century 14 Th eater in Roseville 
is currently the only theater showing the film).  
 Winner of the Toronto Film Festival's "People's Choice Award," Bella 
reaches audiences in a constructive and non-preachy way.  Previous winners of 
that award, like 'Life is Beautiful' and 'Chariots of Fire', have gone on to win Best 
Picture Oscars!!  Bella tells the story of how the unconditional love of a friend allows 
a woman in crisis to make life-affirming choices for herself and her child.  It also 
uplifts the dignity of the human person and of the traditional family. Already, through 
pre-screenings and promotional events, hearts have been touched and lives have 

been changed. As our Lord said, “You will know a tree by its fruits” (Matthew 7:16), Bella has already produced 
amazing fruits. 
 As members of the Mystical Body of Christ and Christians with the responsibility to spread a message of love 
and virtue in our world, I want to encourage you to see this film and to promote this movie’s life-affirming and hope-
filled message.  Organizations you most likely recognize, including The Knights of Columbus and the Society of Saint 
Vincent de Paul are endorsing and supporting this beautiful film, even dedicating time and resources to help fill 
theaters on opening weekend. 
 Pope John Paul the Second often spoke of the new evangelization and of using the media to speak the truth 
and of the power of the arts in shaping the culture. In response to that call, the Catholic filmmakers behind Bella have 
a mission to make films that not only entertain, but also inspire and uplift.  I am personally inspired by their example 
and their good work. God Bless you, and thank you for supporting this hopeful and exceptionally worthwhile project! 
 

 His Excellency, Most Rev. Tod D. Brown, Bishop of Orange 



November 2007 THE PALADIN Page 5 

 
The Diocese of Sacramento welcomes new Coadjutor  
 

 Pope Benedict XVI has appointed Bishop Jaime Soto, currently Auxiliary 
Bishop of the Diocese of Orange, as coadjutor bishop of the Diocese of Sacramento. 
As coadjutor, Bishop Soto will share pastoral and administrative responsibilities with 
Bishop Weigand, the current head of the Diocese of Sacramento. Bishop Soto will 
automatically become head of the diocese upon Bishop Weigand’s retirement. Bishop 
Weigand, 70, continues as the Diocesan Bishop until age 75, unless he chooses to 
retire earlier. He has no plans to retire at this time. Since January, when former 
Auxiliary Bishop Richard Garcia was installed as Bishop of the Monterey Diocese, 
Bishop Weigand has continued to bear the responsibilities of ministering, traveling 
and serving 103 parishes of the Diocese. 
  On Sunday, November 18, at 3:00 p.m. in the Cathedral of the Blessed 
Sacrament, a Vespers Service will be the first official occasion to welcome Bishop 
Jaime Soto to the Diocese of Sacramento.  At this time, Bishop Soto will present to 
Bishop William Weigand his letter of appointment from Pope Benedict XVI, appointing 

him Coadjutor Bishop of Sacramento.  The public is cordially invited to attend the Vespers Service and to meet 
Bishop Soto.  A reception will follow the Service in Mercy Memorial Hall (located in the lower level of the 
Cathedral).  On Monday November 19th, an invitation-only mass will be celebrated.  More information regarding 
Bishop Soto or other Diocese of Sacramento news can be found on the web. 
 

MEMORIAL MASS - Ken MacDonald, Chairman  
 

 Our Memorial Mass for our deceased Brother Knights will 
be held at St. John the Evangelist Parish Chapel on Saturday, 
November 10 at 11:00 AM.  The Luncheon for our distinguished 
Widowed Lady Knights will take place immediately following the 
Mass.  We invite all of our Brother Knights and their families to 
attend in celebration of the lives and contributions of our Brothers 
who have gone before us and the luncheon to follow.  We request 
any Brother that can escort one of the widows to please contact 
me for information at 631-0774. I will keep you posted on further 
details. 
 We are fortunate to have Brother Roy Lasich as our chef 
with Pork Loin and the trimmings on the menu. God love the 
school 8th graders who will be doing the serving...they are 
everywhere. Since cost to the council is $12 per plate, I encourage you to be generous with your free will 
donation to help offset Council costs 
 Don’t forget that this program will provide the opportunity for a very “Special Day” for the wives of those 
who have represented our Order so well.  Vivat Jesus. 
 

COUNCIL CHRISTMAS PARTY 
 

Join us for good food, great company and, of course , the Jolly Old Fellow himself.  Santa will again m ake 
a special appearance!  So bring your children, gran dchildren, friends and as usual bring a wrapped gif t 
with each child’s name on it so Santa can personall y deliver it.  Please contact Loren Wallin in advan ce 
with the number in your family (and friends) that w ill be coming.  We encourage all members to attend 
this annual and festive family get-together.  Hope to see you all there! 
 
WHEN:   SUNDAY, DECEMBER 2, 6:30 PM 
WHERE:  ST. IGNATIUS PARISH CENTER 
COST:   $12 PER ADULT AND $6 PER CHILD (6-12 YRS), 
   5 AND UNDER FREE 
MENU:   HAM, AU GRATIN POTATOES , SALAD , VEGETABLES , 
   ROLL AND DESSERT  
RESERVATIONS: L OREN WALLIN (723-2970 OR lorenmark@hotmail.com ) 
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DRIVE FOR THOSE WITH INTELLECTUAL DISABILITIES…  PONCE MARQUEZ, CHAIRMAN  

 
 This year’s MR Drive is one that many of us got involved in and I thank 
one and all. In addition to the 3 Raley/Bel Air stores in the Arden-Carmichael area 
this year, we added the new Save Mart at the corner of Manzanita and Winding 
Way (this store replaced the Raley’s store that Council 8424 requested to cover). 
Our goal of $7500 was almost realized as you, our hard workers, reaped just over 
$7000 in donations. 
 Two of our “touring” workers were seen at all 
four stores (see the picture to the right). I have to give 
Richard and Kim Schultz three bravos for their 
dedication to the drive. There were many double takes 
seeing a live Tootsie Roll. How sweet she is! 
 I thank all on my committee, all store 

captains, our
��������	
	�	�
���������
���

 
Council Brothers and family members who 
handed out the tootsies and a very special 
thanks to the students that again volunteered to help. I believe that many of 
the donors not only contributed because of where the proceeds were going, 
but because “how can you turn down a youngster with a tootsie roll!” 
 Over the years I have been so involved in Council activities and I 
have been so rewarded by the love and spirit that you have shared with me, 
my wife Maria, and my family. At this time I have begun plans to move to the 
Fairfield area for personal reasons. I cannot say enough for making me 

believe in the virtues of the Knights of Columbus. We are the greatest fraternally organization in the world. My love to 
all and again thank you for so many gratifying years. 
 
 
   
  
 I thank all Knights, family members and friends who stood watch, prayed and shared 2 hours with others who 
share pro-life values at the 40 Days for Life. You may have read about the fence being installed at the Sacramento 
Clinic. This program was very peaceful and no cause for physical concern by the clinic. However, one must believe we 
had an affect on the operation and some day, with continue prayers pro-life will prevail. 
 

Two Horses  
 Just up the road from my home is a field, with two horses in it. From a 
distance, each horse looks like any other horse. But if you stopped your car, 
or are walking by, you will notice something quite amazing...  
 Looking into the eyes of one horse will disclose that he is blind.  His 
owner has chosen not to have him put down, but has made a good home for 
him.  This alone is amazing.  However, if you stand nearby and listen, you will 
hear the sound of a bell. 
 Looking around for the source of the sound, you will see that it comes 
from the smaller horse in the field. Attached to the horse's halter is a small 
bell. It lets the blind friend know where the other horse is, so he can follow.  

 As you stand and watch these two friends, you'll see that the horse with the bell is always checking on the 
blind horse and that the blind horse will listen for the bell and then slowly walk to where the other horse is, trusting that 
he will not be led astray. When the horse with the bell returns to the shelter of the barn each evening, it stops 
occasionally and looks back, making sure that the blind friend isn't too far behind to hear the bell.  
 Like the owners of these two horses, God does not throw us away just because we are not perfect or because 
we have problems or challenges. He watches over us and even brings others into our lives  
to help us when we are in need. Sometimes we are the blind horse being guided by the little ringing bell of those who 
God places in our lives. At other times we are the guide horse, helping others to find their way.... Good friends are like 
that ... you may not always see them, but you know they are always there. Please listen for my bell and... I'll listen for 
yours.  And remember... Be kinder than necessary, everyone you meet is fighting some kind of battle. Live well, 
Laugh often, Love with all of your heart! & keep Smiling. It makes you more valuable. 
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FAMILY OF THE MONTH… GERALD MARENICH, PGK, AND TODD  WILSON, FAMILY DIRECTORS  

 Each month, we honor a Brother and his family who exemplify the values taught by our Church and our Order. 
Congratulations to the Herbert and Patricia Holeman Family, our September 2007 Family of the Month. Brother Herb 
and Pat have been married for more than fifty-five years and have lived in the Sacramento Area for more than thirty-
five years.  They have five children and eight grandchildren, all of whom live close by.  Prior to coming to Sacramento 
they resided in the San Francisco area, where Herb served as a police officer and later in state criminal investigation. 

They are members of Our Lady of Assumption Parish, although they often attend 
St John the Evangelist Church, where Herb is an altar server at daily mass. He is involved 
in numerous parish ministries at OLA; including Eucharistic Minister, Liturgy Committee, 
and Coordinator for Homebound Visitations. 

Brother Herb joined the Knights of Columbus in 2003, and received his 2nd and 3rd 
Degrees on November 9, 2003.  He is a 4th Degree Member of Christ the King Assembly, 
and a member of the Assembly’s Color Corps.  Their son Kevin, who is on active duty as 
a Lieutenant Colonel in the US Army, is also a member of our council. Herb is very active 
within the Order, including Council and Assembly activities.  Within the council, Herb has 
served as Recorder, Chancellor, Lecturer, and currently serves as the Parish 
Representative for OLA Parish. Herb is also the Webmaster for Council 4970’s award-
winning website, and administers the Council’s Annual KOC Essay Contest.   

Herb retired from state government where he was a Bureau Chief in the Law Enforcement Division of the 
California Department of Justice, and a Behavioral Researcher (PhD) in the Department of Corrections where he 
authored a study establishing currently recognized national performance standards. Herb is a Colonel, US Army 
(Retired) and while assigned to the Pentagon, he authored the operating tempo training standards for the reserve 
components of the United States Army.  Although retired, Herb remains active in community activities.  He serves as 
the webmaster for several charitable organizations, and he is currently serving as First Vice President of the Military 
Officers Association of America (MOAA), Sacramento Chapter.  Herb’s present writing activities include a work about 
the early Christian Church, and as an active member of the Mystery Writers of America, his mystery novel, Switcheroo, 
can be found on Amazon.com.  Our Council is indeed very proud of the Holeman Family, and fortunate to list them as 
members of the council. 
 
CIOPPINO DINNER-DANCE….GENE GOBBO  
 
Robin Rositani and I thank all that attended and all who helped make this year’s Cioppino 
Dinner-Dance such a success. Brother Frank DiLeo who passed in 2003 would have been 
proud of this event in his honor. We did receive a very nice thank you from Roni and the entire 
DiLeo family for our continuation of this event. How can we thank enough our chef, Roy 

Lasich….what can one say, just an awesome 
menu. Of course Roy needed some help in the 
kitchen, some of my kids, and Steve Picanco on 
the dishwasher and Richard Cuny running around 
assuring all was going will. Our bartenders, Michael 
Langer, and Richard and Kim Schultz were busy 
with the 200 guests. Jeannie Gobbo and her 
smooth talking crew who raised $1000 in the raffle, our donors for the raffle 
and silent auction, our front desk, Todd and Gwen Wilson and Frank 
Gianattasio, and least but certainly not least, our servers, the 8th grade 
class of St. John the Evangelist School. And certainly the 175 paid guests 
that allowed us to feel honored to chair this event and to raise $1100 for 
the debt on the Tralee Center and the $2000 that the Council now has in 

the treasury to help offset our expenses and other donations for this Columbian Year. 
 
CHRISTMAS SEALS BEING SENT TO MEMBERS THIS MONTH  
 
 Brother Milt Damore is again chairing our campaign for 2007. You should be receiving Brother 
Milt’s letter and seals shortly. We hope you will use the seals for all your mailings during the Christmas 
season and that you can see fit to make a donation in support of this most worthy endeavor.  Like last 
year, we will be donating all proceeds from the campaign to Bishop Weigand for use in supporting 
Seminarians.  Make checks payable to Knights of Columbus, Council 4970. Additional sheets are 
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available at no cost whatsoever by calling Brother Milt at 482-5618.  What better way to ensure keeping Christ in 
Christmas for future generations. 
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   It was getting close to closing time at beauty saloon and Barbara was very tired when she saw Irene 
enter the door.  Irene, one of her regular customers, was always so petite, punctual, and aristocratic.  She 
thought it odd since this was not her regular day for hair styling.  Irene asked if she could make time for her.  
While tired and wanting to close, she said that she would be happy to do her hair.  “What is the occasion”, she 
inquired.  “Nothing particular” Irene answered, “I just want to look beautiful for tonight”. 
 Barbara was quite a contrast from Irene.  She was stocky and came from a large, poor family.  She could 
not afford college, so she settled for the beauty salon.  Irene was an only child whose parents doted over her.  
She was now a prominent attorney with her own practice.  Irene was strangely silent as Barbara began running 
warm water through her long black hair.  Barbara talked about how she missed not going to college and how her 
feet hurt from being on them all day. 
 As Barbara’s strong soothing hands massaged Irene’s soapy scalp, Irene seemed to drop her aristocratic 
airs and talk about the down side of an attorney’s life: long hours, a busy schedule, and clients not paying.  Pretty 
soon they were both chatting up a storm.  They felt comfortable talking with each other and freely exchanged 
stories.  After a while, they even began joking with each other.  The shampoo and haircut took much longer than 
expected because they were so busy talking.  Finally Barbara completed the final touches and told Irene how 
pretty she looked and bid her good evening. 

 A couple of days later, the mail came and Barbara was 
surprised to receive a letter from Irene.  In the letter, Irene profusely 
thanked Barbara for being there for her.  Yes, there was an important 
occasion that she could not own up to at that time.  She had gotten 
very depressed with her life and planned to commit suicide.  She came 
to the shop because she wanted to look her best for her funeral.  But 
she got more than hair styling; she got a new lease on life.  She 
credited Barbara for awaking her to the realization that life is worth 
living. 
 Barbara was shocked to the core.  She had no idea that Irene 
was in so much emotional distress.  She generally regarded her work 
at the beauty salon as very menial and not all that important.  After 

reading Irene’s letter, she vowed that she would never refuse a beauty treatment to a customer because of late 
hours or tired feet. 
 In our everyday encounter, we meet and influence our friends, family and neighbors.  We often are 
absolutely unaware of the profound influence we may be having on their lives.  This story is base on a real event.  
Having realized how others are looking to us for support, hopefully we can become more aware of their problems 
and be there to support them in their need. 
 

----------------------------------------- 
 After being interviewed by the school administration, the 
teaching prospect said, "Let me see if I've got this right: 
 You want me to go into that room with all those kids, correct 
their disruptive behavior, observe them for signs of abuse, monitor 
their dress habits, censor their T-shirt messages, and instill in them a 
love for learning. You want me to check their backpacks for weapons, 
wage war on drugs and sexually transmitted diseases, and raise their 
sense of self esteem and personal pride. You want me to teach them 
patriotism and good citizenship, sportsmanship and fair play, and how 
to register to vote, balance a checkbook, and apply for a job. You want 
me to check their heads for lice, recognize signs of antisocial behavior, and make sure that they all pass the 
state exams. 
 You want me to provide them with an equal education regardless of their handicaps, and communicate 
regularly with their parents by letter, telephone, newsletter, and report card. You want me to do all this with a 
piece of chalk, a blackboard, a bulletin board, a few books, a big smile, and a starting salary that qualifies me for 
food stamps. You want me to do all this and then you tell me... 
      I CAN'T PRAY?"  
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